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Artist Statement
My artistic practice is grounded in the belief that language, space, and material are living systems of meaning. With a background in architecture and fine arts, I explore the thresholds between visual language and built environments through mixed media, installation, and collaborative design. Drawing from both Eastern and Western traditions, my work navigates memory, translation, and cultural hybridity. From large-scale architectural interventions to intimate photographic and object-based works, I seek to collapse boundaries between art and life, function and poetry.

Biography
Leslie Y. Wilson is a Korean-American artist, architect, and creative director based in Santa Monica, CA. A graduate of the Rhode Island School of Design with dual degrees in Fine Arts and Architecture, she has spent over three decades practicing at the intersection of design and art. She began her career in New York City working with artists such as Ik-Joong Kang and at institutions like the American Craft Museum, and later served as Associate at Gehry Partners. Leslie founded Bricolage, Inc. in 2010 as a multidisciplinary practice and established the A:FOGA design co-op to support independent creatives. Her work includes public art, spatial installations, brand environments, and exhibitions featured in publications like Interior Design, LUX, and New York Times.

Education
Rhode Island School of Design (RISD), Providence, RI
Bachelor of Fine Arts
Bachelor of Architecture
Yewon Art School, Seoul, South Korea

Selected Exhibitions
· Mom Artists of Los Angeles, DTLA, Los Angeles, CA – 2018
· Sun Box Installation, Roger Williams Park, Providence, RI – 1994
· Best of Degree Projects, BEB Gallery, Providence, RI – 1994
· Colors of Mexico, BEB Gallery, Providence, RI – 1993
· Signs of Cabinet, BEB Gallery, Providence, RI – 1992

Artistic Projects, Collaborations & Installations
· ‘Tree’ Installation at LUX Costa Mesa Complex – 2023
· ‘Stone’ Installation at LUX Costa Mesa Complex – 2023
· ‘Pulse’ Mural at LUX Costa Mesa Complex – 2023
· ‘Home’ Installation at The Parq Apartments – 2022
· ‘City’ Gate at The Royal Apartments – 2022
· ‘Time’ Installation at The Moon Apartments – 2022
· ‘Looking at You’ Installation at The 505LA Apartments – 2021
· ‘Perception of Senses’ Installation at Gayley & Lindbrook Apartments – 2014
· ‘Words’ Installation at Gayley & Lindbrook Apartments - 2014
· ‘Poem’ Installation at Gayley & Lindbrook Apartments - 2014
· Four Masters of Glass, Exhibition Design, American Craft Museum, NY – 1997
· 8,490 Days of Memory by Ik-Joong Kang, Exhibition Design, Whitney Museum at Philip Morris, NY – 1997
· Gateway by Ik-Joong Kang, Exhibition Design, SFO International Airport – 1998
· Sun Works, Installation with Christopher Bardt Studio, RI – 1994
· Visual Branding & Exhibition Design, Estee Lauder Companies: Prescriptives, Bobbi Brown, Tommy Hilfiger, Clinique, Aveda – 1995–1999

Awards & Honors
· Best of Design, Interior Design Magazine – 2019
· Grand Prix, American Residential Design Awards (Model Homes & Multi-Family) – 2016
· Best of Year, Shaw Contracting International Design Awards – 2016
· Intelligent Design, SBID International Design Awards – 2016
· Design of the Year, IIDA – 1998
· Mayor’s Medal for Olympic Design, Seoul, Korea – 1986
· Best of the Year, Travel Photography, Photographer’s Forum Annual – 1994

Artistic Leadership & Initiatives
· A:FOGA Design Co-op – Founder & Managing Director
· Laser Craft Studio – Owner, 2015–2022
· HERSTORY / KATIA LLC – Partner, 2015–2020
· Lluvia LLC – Founder, Modern Rain Barrels, 2018
· Product Consultant, LUX LED Lighting – 2017

Residencies, Panels & Speaking
· Panelist, "AI and Design" – BITAC Luxury, 2024
· Panelist, "Multi-Family Momentum" – BITAC, 2022
· Lecture, "Frank Gehry: Process" – National Association of Women in Construction, 2004
· Guest Critic - RISD, OTIS College of Art and Design, Pratt Institute, Parsons School of Design  – 1995–1999; 2020–2024

Publications & Press (Selected)
· Interior Design Magazine – "Best of Design" Profile, 2019
· LUX Magazine – "Intelligent Luxury" Interview, 2018
· New York Times – Beekman Tower Feature, 2008–2009
· Architecture Record, Chicago Tribune, Retail Design Japan, LA Times, HOUZZ

Professional Affiliations
· Member, American Institute of Architects (AIA)
· LEED Accredited Professional, U.S. Green Building Council
· Member, Worldwide Association of Female Professionals

